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STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING AND RISKS
FOR RUSSIAN ADOPTIONS

Families Thru International Adoption, Inc. (herdiea referred to as “FTIA”) and the undersigned
Adopting Parent(s) enter into this Agreement, whstipplements the Application and Adoption
Services Agreement, with the intention of workiogvard an international adoption from Russia. By
their signatures below, Adopting Parent(s) ackndggetheir understanding of the risks that are part
of international adoption and agree to the follayvin

1. All adoption placements have certain risks. The&ses include but are not limited to: 1) an
undiagnosed/misdiagnosed medical/developmental ittomd 2) Russia suspending or
stopping international adoptions, and 3) going tgiothe entire adoption procedure only to
have the judge in Russia not approve the adoptiime purpose of this document is to set
forth several of the significant risks associatetth\entering into an adoption plan. There are
others, but it is impossible to put in writing theks of each individual adoption. You as (a)
potential Adoptive Parent(s), are urged to reviel tlocument, and all documents we ask
you to sign, with an attorney or anyone else yoaosk. Also, we want to emphasize that the
adoption process is completely voluntary. You dthouot feel pressured, nor are you
obligated or required to continue the adoption @laany time up to the Court finalization of
the adoption in Russia.

2. FTIA cannot predict an adopted child’s mental oygtal development, emotional and/or
personality characteristics, health, medical isslesgrning disabilities, intellectual ability,
hyperactivity, attention deficits, appearance ohenited characteristics. Information
provided to the Adopting Parent(s) from the orplygnataff may be incorrect because any
social, medical, or family history has been prodidiy birth parents or other contacts (e.qg.,
orphanages, doctors) which are beyond FTIA’s contAxopting Parent(s) understand and
acknowledge that the medical/developmental/phygiodd/emotional information provided
by adoption and/or orphanage representative(s) meaycomplete or erroneous. Adopting
Parent(s) must consult with a medical doctor, gretigically recommended is a doctor with
experience in reviewing Russian medicals for admgsti and rely on the opinion, before
accepting the referral of any child. Adopting Pafg) understand that FTIA is not able to
verify any of the medical or developmental inforioatprovided to the Adopting Parent(s)
because it comes from government officials beydwdcontrol of FTIA.

3. A child(ren) will be identified for the Adopting Rent(s) according to Russian
law/regulations. Under current adoption practickdopting Parent(s) will receive referral
information either prior to or during the first tfo trips to Russia. FTIA cannot guarantee
the accuracy of any information provided to youthg Russian adoption officials. In every
country, including Russia, there is a chance d@atibus diseases (i.e., AIDS, Hepatitis, etc.)
and the possibility of false negative or false pesitest results because of poor testing
practices and/or other inaccurate or omitted infdram. Adopting Parent(s) agree to hold
FTIA harmless and not pursue any legal action agakTIA for any undiagnosed or
misdiagnosed medical/developmental/physiologicabtemnal condition of their adopted
child(ren) whether the condition is discovered ptm completing the adoption in Russia or
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after returning to the United States with their @@d child(ren). Adopting Parent(s)
understand that FTIA requires Adopting Parent(s)litain an independent medical opinion
as to the medical condition of the child they aseatlopt and to base their decision on
whether to accept the referral of any child onititependent medical opinion. If Adopting
Parent(s) choose to not obtain the independent acaledipinion, Adopting Parent(s)
understand that it is a breach of FTIA policy andopting Parent(s) proceed with the
adoption at their own risk and just as if they lvddained an independent medical opinion
and relied upon that medical opinion.

On Adopting Parent(s) trip to Russia to finalize #doption, Adopting Parent(s) will appear
in court. The court could read out loud additiomedical information about the child which
was not previously provided to Adopting Parent(sy RTIA. The medical information
provided in court may be consistent or inconsisteith the early medical information
provided to Adopting Parent(s) during Adopting Pef®) first trip. The prosecutor who
represents the Russian government at the courinigehas access to more information,
especially historical information, than orphanaigesost cases.

FTIA will always stand by Adopting Parent(s) decisito accept or refuse a referral of a
child given by the Russian adoption officials frahe Regional Department of Education.
FTIA does require all Adopting Parent(s) to obtain independent medical opinion
preferably from one of the doctors listed on oubsite or other doctors with experience
reviewing medical information for Russian childigased on the information provided by the
Russian authorities and to base your decision andpinion. Adopting Parent(s) are more
than welcome to obtain another opinion from anottector of their choice. We prefer
Adopting Parent(s) to utilize one of several listttors because they all have substantial
experience reviewing Russian medicals that are défigrent than US medical reports.

When a referral is declined, FTIA requires AdoptiParent(s) to obtain a written statement
from the doctor to submit to the Russian adoptiticials.

According to the Russian adoption officials, théyays refer a child that they believe meets
the expectations of adopting parents. If a clsldieclined, Adopting Parent(s) may or may
not receive another referral while on the firsptri Or, Adopting Parent(s) may receive
another referral but possibly refuse another rafertf you decide to decline a referral of a
child or more than one referral during your firsp and the Russian Officials say they do
not have another referral fitting the parameterthefchild you want to adopt you may have
to make another “first” trip for a referral.

If another first trip is required, Adopting Pares)tvill be required to pay expenses and fees
of another first trip.

If Adopting Parent(s) refuse two referrals from #ane region (sometimes even one), FTIA
and/or Russia Adoption Officials may recommend/nexjyour dossier to be submitted to
another region. It is more likely that after declg two (maybe one) referrals, Adopting
Parent(s) will stand a better opportunity in anotlegion. Please note, when switching to
another region Adopting Parent(s) will have to et letter to regional officials requesting
the return of their dossier. In addition, the negion selected in consultation with FTIA
may require one or more additional dossier documer@ome of the regions have unique
dossier requirements.

When transferring to another region your dossidl @ registered with the Department of
Education and you will receive your next referracarding to that date, not the date
submitted to the first Region.

If Adopting Parent(s) refuse one or two referral$he second region, FTIA may recommend
to Adopting Parent(s) to consider another count®l FTIA agency fees will apply to
another country, but no international fees, traislafees, or travel expenses will be
refunded or applied to another country. While wmk it will be a very rare case where
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Adopting Parent(s) refuse several children, we wsdtdpting Parent(s) to understand these
policies at the beginning of Adopting Parent(s)tcm.

The undersigned Adopting Parent(s) agree thatey tthecide to dissolve their placement
before their adoption of the child placed with th&ncompleted in their state court, that
Adopting Parent(s) will: 1) notify FTIA of their desion and allow FTIA to try to identify
another family, 2) if foster care is necessary @/ IA identifies another family, Adopting
Parent(s) will be responsible to pay for the fost@re or reimburse FTIA if FTIA pays for
the foster care, 3) Adopting Parent(s) will be oesible for their own legal expenses as
Adopting Parent(s) will be required to prepare aimgh legal documents necessary to place
the minor with another family, and 4) if travel mecessary to transfer the minor from
Adopting Parent(s) place of residence to the residef the family identified by FTIA for
the placement of the minor child, Adopting Paren#gree to pay for all the travel-related
expenses.

The undersigned Adopting Parent(s) understandsRtasia currently requires four (4) post
placement reports after returning from Russia. fOle post placement reports are due to be
received at FTIA the following number of monthseafthe date of the Adoptive Parent(s)
court session in Russia to finalize the adoptioostpplacement report #1 due within 6
months, post placement #2 due within 12 months plesement #3 due within 24 months,
and post placement #4 due within 36 months. Tipest placement reports are to be
performed by the agency and social worker who cetegdl the Adoptive Parent(s) original
home study, if possible. Each post placement requi0-12 different photos of the child &
parents/siblings. By our signature(s) below, thdarsigned Adopting Parent(s) agree(s) to
complete the post placement reports as requirddusgia and submit these reports to FTIA
by the requested time, although this will presesditonal cost after the adoption. The
undersigned Adopting Parent(s) understand(s) areeég) that if Russia changes its current
practice and requires additional post placemenbrtepand pictures or actions, that the
undersigned will provide the required post placenneports.

All Russian citizens living outside of Russia musgister with the Russian government.
Russian children adopted by citizens of the USsdite Russian citizens until they are 18
years of age according to Russia. The undersighaaptive Parent(s) agree that this
Registration will occur in Moscow with the Ministiyf Foreign Affairs after your child’s
visa is issued to enter the US. Adopting Pareni(glerstand the registration may add two
days to your stay in Moscow. Please note your ablithins US citizenship upon entry into
the United States.

International adoptions are unpredictable. Theare lse no assurances or guarantees on the
health of any child(ren) or of the successful catiph of an adoption, and FTIA is not
legally responsible to the Adopting Parent(s) if dmy reason the Adopting Parent(s) do not
complete the adoption after accepting a referral tduevents, representatives, courts, or any
other reason in Russia. For example, the podyilalways exists that the adoption process
could be delayed or discontinued by Russia. Intamdithe adoption may be discontinued if
the adoption is for any reason not approved bydbal courts in Russia or other licensing or
investigating body or bodies of Russia. In the éwbe adoption is not completed for any
reason, the Adopting Parent(s) understand thainteenational fees and other expenses (e.g.
travel, visas, etc.) already paid by the Adoptirgent(s) whether or not these fees are paid
through FTIA, are not refundable. FTIA’s refundipp for FTIA agency fees is explained
in the Application and Adoption Service Agreemaghsed by the Adopting Parent(s).
According to Russian law/regulations, a birth p#family member may notify the court of
their desire to be reunited with a child they haveviously abandoned up to the day before
the Adoption Court Decree is issued by the Rus&awmrt. For adopting parent(s) the
Adoption Certificate is not issued for 10 days laftee court hearing on the second trip.



Though very unlikely, Adopting Parent(s) understathat it is possible that a birth
parent/family member can reclaim their child utti€ Adoption Court Decree is issued on
their second adoption trip.

17.FTIA is not legally accountable to the Adopting &a(s) for the action (or inaction) of any
third party, such as any overseas agency, lawyagemresentative, or any official of any
overseas court, government body or any other ozg#ion or individual. Adopting Parent(s)
agree to hold FTIA harmless for the actions of dind party.

18. FTIA will advocate for and work on behalf of the émting Parent(s). This Statement of
Understanding and Risks for Russian Adoptions iassure Adopting Parent(s) starting the
adoption process are aware of the risks (finanbiadlth, emotional, legal) of international
adoption and that the Adopting Parent(s) voluntakkhowingly, and willingly accept these
risks.

19. Please note that while FTIA will not increase ifElA& agency fee ($5800) during your
adoption, other fees may change/increase. Beealgg#ions often take more than two years
to complete, travel and Intercountry or internatiidiees can increase for a number of reasons
including but not limited to currency fluctuatiorfse. dollar value decreasing in value
compared to the Russian ruble). Currency chanfies tead to changes in labor costs, air
fares, hotel costs, etc. As increases in intevnati adoption fees happen we update the
Dossier Guide with the new costs. Please remetobeview the costs page in the Dossier
Guide during your adoption process.

20. Adopting Parent(s) can decline to sign this StateroéUnderstanding and Risks for Russian
Adoptions and discontinue their adoption plan VATHA.

Families Thru International Adoption, Inc.

Salome LaMarche Date
Director of Programs

ADOPTING PARENT Date

ADOPTING PARENT Date



